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EDUCATIONAL ADVANCEMENT

n	 1.	 Research the difference between a GED and a high school diploma.

n	 2.	 Identify who is part of your education support team (e.g., caregiver, friend, relative, etc.). 
Who holds your education rights (if under 18 years old)?

n	 3.	 Go to educationplanner.org and search “Learning style quiz”. Take the quiz to determine 
your individual learning style (e.g., visual, auditory, kinesthetic).

n	 4.	 Identify what classes are needed to apply to a four-year university.

n	 5.	 Understand the importance of a GPA and how it relates to your academic goals.

n	 6.	 Seek out opportunities for extra credit/make-up work to improve your grades (if needed).

n	 7.	 What are two or more study techniques you can build into your routine which work best 
for your learning style (e.g., note taking, recording lectures to listen to later, etc.).

n	 8.	 Determine an extracurricular program, activity, club, etc., you might pursue that could be 
applied to your educational and career goals (e.g., volunteering, internship, etc.).

n	 9.	 What is the difference between an educational grant and a loan?

n	 10.	 Understand the difference between private funding and federal funding (for both grants 
and loans). Visit studentaid.gov and search “Federal vs. private loans”.

n	  11.	 What is the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)? What information do 
you need to know in order to fill out the FAFSA? Visit studentaid.gov and click on the 
“FAFSA Form” drop down menu at the top of the page for helpful tips.
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n	 1.	 Attend your classes consistently. 

n	  2.	 Seek out information on how to obtain a tutor if needed. Locate information for tutor/
learning lab times for your school.

n	 3.	 Meet with an academic and/or career counselor to discuss the following topics: 
	 • Your current school credits — are you on track to graduate? 
	 • Options after completing high school/GED (college, employment, etc.) 
	 • Academic options and requirements for each option 
	 • Academic skills assessments

n	  4.	 Create an education calendar. You may be able to obtain one from your school. Be sure 
to include:  
	 • College placement test deadlines (SAT, ACT) 
	 • College/vocational application deadlines 
	 • Scholarships deadlines 
	 • Other important education-related dates/deadlines 

n	  5.	 Identify set deadlines for priority registration and what you need to do if you miss it. 

n	  6.	 Meet with a financial aid counselor (for foster youth, there are liaisons at most 
community colleges).

n	  7.	 List several options for obtaining textbooks and/or supplies and book voucher programs. 

n	  8.	 Find out if you are eligible to have your school fees waived or paid for through your 
state’s financial aid options. Visit the following sites for more information: 
	 • FAFSA: studentaid.gov 
	 • Search “US State Government Aid” at  finaid.org 				    . 
	 • Board of Governors Fee Waiver (BOG) (for California residents only): home.cccapply.org 
	 • Search “ETV Grant” (for foster youth only) at studentaid.gov

n	 1.	 Create an education plan (Worksheet #1), which includes timelines, goals and necessary 
resources.

n	 2.	 Know your GPA and maintain at least a 2.0 GPA. Do you need to improve yours?

n	  3.	 Re-apply to your school (if needed).

n	  4.	 Complete and submit application forms for colleges/vocational training programs. 
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n	  5.	 Obtain a GED or high school diploma (if applicable).

n	  6.	 Activate your school email account.

n	  7. 	 Take college assessment tests (PSAT, SAT, ACT, College entrance assessment tests).

n	  8.	 Apply for financial aid (FAFSA, BOG, ETV Grant, Student Aid, etc.).

n	  9.	 Register for classes and add your class schedule to your general planner/calendar (paper 
or electronic). 

NOTES

•	 Visit understood.org and search “IEPs vs. 504 plans” to find out the difference 
between an Individual Education Plan (IEP) and a 504 plan.

•	 If you have an IEP or a 504 plan, make sure you have a copy for your records. 

IEP AND 504 PLANS




